Minister Alfred Ahingejeje
Minister of Justice
1880 – Bujumbura, Burundi


Oldenzaal,  November 2026

Dear Minister,

I write to you because I am concerned about the continued unlawful detention of Benjamin Babunga, a Congolese humanitarian worker. Babunga repeatedly spoke out about the violence in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo. He was arrested on 26 May in Bujumbura and accused of espionage, terrorism and being a threat to national security. Both the High Court of Mukaza and the Court of Appeal have ordered his provisional release, yet he remains detained. This violates Burundi’s Constitution and the country’s obligations under the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

I urgently request you to ensure Benjamin Babunga’s immediate release. I also call on you to protect his rights and safety, and prevent any unlawful transfer to the Democratic Republic of Congo, where he could face prosecution solely for peacefully exercising his right to freedom of expression.

I thank you for your attention to this case.

Yours faithfully,

