H.E. Hon. Prime Minister Russel Mmiso Dlamini  
P.O Box 395, Mbabane 
Kingdom of Eswatini  
 
Oldenzaal,   March 2026 
 
Dear Honourable Minister, 
 
I write this letter to express my concern about the arbitrary two-year detention of 26-year-old university student and activist Menzi Bongeka Bhembe. He was arrested on 16 January 2024 and charged under the Suppression of Terrorism Act (STA). These charges appear to stem from his peaceful student organising, and there is no evidence that he committed, planned, or incited any act of violence. 
 
Furthermore, his arrest and prosecution failed to meet international fair trial safeguards. 
 
I urge you to immediately and unconditionally release Menzi Bongeka Bhembe, as he is detained solely for his peaceful political activity, and to drop all charges against him. I further request that the STA not be used to criminalise peaceful dissent and activism. 

I thank you for paying attention to this urgent case.
 
Yours faithfully, 

