President of the Refoundation of the Republic of Madagascar
Michael Randrianirina 
Palais d'État d'Iavoloha
Antananarivo 101
Madagascar

Oldenzaal,   July 2026

Dear President Randrianirina,

I am deeply concerned about former senator and presidential candidate Sylvain Rabetsaroana. On 14 March 2026, armed forces raided his home in Antananarivo without a warrant, destroyed CCTV cameras, and denied him access to his lawyer. He was detained without explanation and, on 27 March, charged with serious offences, including illegal possession of firearms and allegedly attempting to assassinate you, your Excellency.

This case appears to be politically motivated. Evidence may have been planted, and an investigating officer reportedly admitted the case lacked substance, but “was ordered from above”. Since October 2025, there has been a broader pattern of repression against critics and former officials.

Rabetsaroana is held in overcrowded pre-trial detention, and his health is deteriorating due to a heart condition. His family has faced intimidation and fled the country.

I urgently request you to drop all charges and release him immediately.

Thank you for paying attention to his case.

Yours sincerely,

