President of the Republic of Burundi
Evariste Ndayishimiye
c/o Embassy of the Republic of Burundi
H.E. Mrs. Isabelle Ndahayo
Carnegielaan 4-14
2517 KH Den Haag


Oldenzaal,    January 2026

Dear Mr President,

I am deeply concerned about detained Dr. Christophe Sahabo, former Director General of Kira Hospital. His health is deteriorating rapidly in detention due to lack of urgent medical care. Independent doctors confirmed in 2024 that his chronic kidney failure is life-threatening. Yet, he has been denied specialized treatment.

On 16 September 2025, the Muha Court of Appeal upheld a 20-year sentence despite serious concerns about an unfair trial and lack of credible evidence. 

In light of the above, I urge you to grant Dr. Sahabo immediate access to independent, adequate medical care, to guarantee his safety and humane treatment, and to review his detention conditions to prevent further harm.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent case.

Yours faithfully,


