Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus 
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Old Sangsad Bhaban Tejgaon
Dhaka-1215
Bangladesh


Oldenzaal,   January 2026


Dear Excellency,

In April 2024, 142 Indigenous Bawm people were arbitrarily arrested in villages in the Chittagong Hill Tracts as part of an ongoing military operation. Twenty months later, 59 of them, including three children, remain jailed without trial. Three people have died in custody amid concerns of  poor healthcare. 

Authorities accuse the arrested people of links to an armed group without evidence of individual responsibility, raising concerns of racial discrimination. Most of the 11,000 Bawm people are living in fear of arrests, food insecurity and lack of access to education and employment.

I urge  you  to either charge the individual detainees with an internationally  recognizable criminal offence or release them. 
I further request you to ensure adequate legal representation and access to healthcare for the detainees and to end the crackdown against the Bawm community. 
In addition, I call on you to fully implement all human rights provisions of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace Accord.

I thank you for paying attention to this urgent matter.

Yours faithfully,

