Minister Chen Yixin, 
Ministry of State Security 
No. 14 East Chang’an Avenue, Dongcheng District,  
Beijing, 100006 
People’s Republic of China


Oldenzaal,   December 2025  

Dear Minister Chen, 

I am writing to express my grave concern for young Chinese student Zhang Yadi, also known as Tara, who is reportedly being held at the Changsha State Security Bureau detention centre on charges of “inciting separatism”. Her detention and the charges brought against her appear to stem from her peaceful volunteer activism.  

At just 22 years old, Zhang Yadi had planned to begin her Master’s degree in Anthropology at SOAS University of London in September 2025. Instead, she is now being held incommunicado at a detention centre and faces serious risk of torture or other ill-treatment. I am deeply concerned for her safety and well-being.  

I therefore call on you to: 
· Release Zhang Yadi immediately and unconditionally; 
· Pending her release, ensure that Zhang Yadi’s rights are fully protected, and in particular that she is not subject to torture or other ill-treatment and that she has regular, unrestricted access to her family and lawyers of her or their choosing; 
· Cease harassing and threatening Zhang’s family members, legal support and individuals who are supporting this case. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

